




J ; | ) : 
9 TRAVEL 
l NEWSLETTER 


Volume 1 February 15, 1971 Number 6 


ge, 


The beginning of the total eclipse of the moon on Feb. 9 
looked like this at 10:10 PM (PST) to persons awaiting 
the arrival of the northbound San Joaquin Daylight at 
the Berkeley station. Yihen it arrived at 10:40 it proved 
to be the same train that had left at 8:59 that morning. 


See page 3 for the full story behind the incident. 











See page 3 
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THE CHRONULOGY OF 1970 RAILROAD EVENTS promised for a 
issue is still in preparation and will appear in a 
issue, dated March l. Other upcoming features inclu hin 
to Travel by Train in Mexico, Yosemite by Train, el M 
railroad advertising, and the latest information abou 
changes in rail travel brought about by Railpax. 
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LETTERS 
it i in the East paid 
| lieve that it is time that more fans in 
PE er iaa to Norfolk & Western's trains õ and 4, the 
Pocahontas. As her newspaper and television ads beginning. 
in June 1969 boasted, her cars and services were ong a 
vived ot ene Oat At only 99°36 on top af coach fare you 
j Cincinnati. only $9. 

cay ES <n roomette, free dinner, route brochures, and a 
vista-dome view of the Appalachians. | 

M. James Replogle 

325 Hillhaven Drive 
West Carrollton, Ohio 45449 


(Mr. Replogle will send info on this train to correspondents ) 


i te is preparing 
" ne Louis J. Lefkowitz of New York Sta 
Ma y A e to create an 5c aa Sronipanao a La Albany 
to operate trains between N.1., areny alaaa dere! = 
& Montreal; and N.Y. & Chatham. a ue myoed SO R 
tion of trains thru the southern tier o 
j i & Buffalo (service aban 
N.Y, Binghamton, Elmira, Jamestown i Taea 
e 1970 restoration of service from 
ore Falls od ee 12 years); and reinstatement i 
to Watertown, Massena & Sedenshony Foi ge ge Pann ree 
e Dureau, 
George McHugh, chief of the State R. See Pee done 
lan but said that state takeover wou i A aorar 
id placing a “financial burden on é 
in degrees to avoid p ng MAE 


Rome, New York 


I was in Pittsburg, Calif., and l stopped at the 
ea oe there. The first one was ie on a nf 
side; debris and waste were all over the groun ie ae 
depot. The inside was dirty and I saw a few coc ste am 
roaming around. It's things like this that pre. e T e 
roads bad names. I surely wish I knew of a way to ge , 

J 
things cleaned upil —— 


Fresno, California 


Rail Travel Newsletter is published 24 times a year, on a 
lst and 3rd Mondays of each month, by Message Hadin, Bete Ox 
9007, Berkeley, Calif. 94709 U.S.A. Yearly subscription $4, 
single copy 2&¢, Editor: James Russell. | 


The Los Angeles Earthquake and the Trains 


They say strange things happen at the full moone Old-time 
Californians have a folklore about “earthquake weather." 
Did the conjunction of these events on Feb. 9 create the dis- 
astrous earthquake north of L.A. at 6:00 AM that killed 64 
people and injured hundreds? Is it wild to believe in a con- 
nection among the movements of the moon, the earth's crust and 
the San Joaquin Daylight train that fateful day? 

It was 21 hours before the full moon, 3 astronauts were 


traveling towards earth from that celestial body, and a total 
eclipse of the lunar light was due that evenin Exa 


bs ctly an 
hour before the scheduled departure of the Day pee from L.A.'s 


attractive Union Station, the temblor struck with destructive 


effects upon life and property that have been well chronicled, 
What happened to the trains that day? 


Interstate 5 is the aiy traveled San Joaquin Valley 
route across the Tehachapis between Northern and Southern 
California, po nena ie little traffic was moving on it and 
the several freeways that branch out from it between Newhall 
and San Fernando about 25 miles NW of downtown L.A., because 
a massive ne REY interchange under construction collapsed, 
other highway br Pees fell, and pavement buckled and cracked. 
Two people in a pickup truck were killed by 

ass, and four freeways were closed, 3 of them over & week, 
he destruction wreaked upon Interstate 5 was shared by near- 
by S.P. tracks that were blocked when the interchange fell. 
Elsewhere tracks were bent and moved seroral ly Dy t quake. 
The San Joaquin Daylight did not leave L.A. that day. 
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THE COVER PHOTOGRAPH 


piono montage shows the appearance of the partially 
ipsed moon as the San Joaquin Da light arrived in 
rkeley at 10:40 PM Feb. 9. This 20-second time expo- 
Sure, which reproduces poorly, is looking west while 
the moon Conper left) was actually nearly overhead. 
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The southbound train left Oakland as usual and made its 
way as far as Bakersfield, near the southern end of the val- 
ley, beyond which the Tehachapis rear = Unable to proceed 
farther, train 61 turned tail and sped back to Oakiand 
Train 52 normally reaches Oakland at 6135. On Feb. 9 the re- 
turning Daylight arrived at 11:04, precisely as the earth's 
shadow blotted out the sun's light upon the lunar orb. It was 
a cloudless night, and perfect earth uake weather. William 
Kaufmann, director of Griffith Park dbaervatory in L.A., said 
the alignment of the sun, moon and earth that produced the 
eclipse may have triggered the quake. When the 3 bodies lie 
in a straight line there is maximum gravitational tension 
upon the earth's crust, 


These strange happenings must have frightened the Daylight, 
because it hasn't poked its blunt nose out of the yards since 
that eerie night, and the populous San Joaquin Valley is with- 
out rail service, eer oee for the mostly affer-dark runs of 
the San Francisco Chief, (Coastal travelers can still ride 
the Coast Daylight, as its route and the nearly parallel 
highway 101 were unaffected; however, it makes no connection 
with the San Diegans heading south from Los Angeles. ) 
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A TOTAL RAILROAD STRIKE on March 1 may yet be averted. 
The Railway and Airline Clerks, the nation's largest rail 
union, reached agreement Feb. 14, leaving only one union 
still bargaining. The United Transportation Union has yet 
no agreement but is now reportedly under pressure to reach 
a settlement. Congress had postponed a strike until Mar.1, 
-and 2 other unions reached settlements Feb.4. Meanwhile, 
the Brotherhood of Railroad Signalmen have scheduled a 
natiomwide strike for 6AM March 5. This could be delayed ) 
60 days if necessary by Presidential action. 


A DEFINITION OF A COMMUTE TRAIN was given by the ICC in ) 
an important Feb. 17 decision. It's a train that goes 

not over 100 miles one way and is “used by patrons trav- 
eling on a regular basis". PC's request to drop 20 trains 
between Providence and Boston was cut to 8, and these 
were defined by the ICC as commuters. The Railpax plan 
gave the agency the power to make such a definition. 


FORMER PENN CENTRAL MANAGEMENT is again the subject of a 
flap, this time involving a $10 million policy purchased 
just after the merger of the Pennsylvania and New York 
Central railroads from Lloyd's of London. The policy was 
to protect management against possible charges of corpor- 
ate wrongdoing. Now Lloyd's is suing for return of its 
$300,000 premium, charging that the PC gave false and 
misleading information in applying for the policy. It 
has also recently been the subject of criticism by the 
ICC and congressional committees. 


THE SNOWFLAKE SPECIAL excursion train sponsored by Pacific 
Railroad Society between L.A. and Reno was unaffected by 
earthquake conditions. The 20-car train ran by the Coast 
Route to San Jose, then followed presently freight~only 
tracks through Oakland and over the Overland Route to Re- 
no on the recent 4-day weekend. The San Jose-Oakland sec- 
tion of the run, formerly used by the Owl and other S.P. 
passenger trains, would be utilized in the proposed Can- 
ada-Mexico run described in the Deo. 21 issue of RIN. 


TWO EUROPEAN RAIL TRAGEDIES made news. Feb. 9 a Munich- ) 
Zurich Trans-Europe Express train derailed 50 miles S.W. y 
of Munich near Kaufbeuren, An oncoming local train then 
struck it, killing at least 32 and injuring 40 on the TEE 
train. Feb. 14 at least 34 died and 113 were hurt near 
Zenica in Central Yugoslavia when an electrical disorder 
ignited diesel fuel on a local train in Vranduk Tunnel, 
The 200 passengers, mostly local factory and mine workers, 
worked their way 300 yards to a tunnel exit. Most of the 
deaths were from asphyxiation. 
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transit in metropo 


QUOTES OF THE WEEK «ee 


"While enormous amounts of public funds have been poured 
into highways, thus subsidizing the automobile and truck- 
ing industries, the nation's mass-transit systems have 
been allowed to rot. New York City hangs constantly on the 
verge of paraiyais due to traffic congestion, combined 
with obsolete subways and commuter railroads in such dis- 
repair that serious breakdowns occur almost every day. 
Other big cities are little better off. ... 

We are not, of course, going to do away with automobiles. 
But it is time to adopt public policies that will level 
off the national fleet and halt the unnecessary expansion 
of the ae system. It is time to program less money 
for new highway construotion, more money for repairing 
worn-out roads and streets, more money for renovating the 
nation's railroads, and much, much more for modern mass 
litan areas." 


--Audubon Magazine editorial, January 1971 





"All foreign railway systems seem to be getting the 
green light. Here, aside from the Metroliner and the 
turbo train running in New England, the railways are 
dragging their cabooses." 


--Holiday Magazine Travel Forecast 1971 


"We don't know if we will join Railpax or not. But if 
we do go in we'll take the tax deduction instead of the 
stock... We've had enough experience in the passenger 
business to know we don't want to own a piece of it." 


--Southern Pacific President B., F. Biaggini 
quoted in NARP newsletter, January 1971 


SLIP OF THE MONTH *#* 


"He (Volpe) was optimistic that the care taken in sel- 
ecting routes would allow the new corporation to turn a 
profit within three yars and expand thereafter to meet 
demand," 

--New York Times report on expanded Railpax 
network, Jan. 29 


(We-uns been waitin' twenty yars for better sarvice-~- 
what's a few yars more? -Ed. 
Ak a afe ai ais aje ahe ah ai ade aja ae aje ahe ak ak ak a a aie ah ahe aja ahe ake TCE CTE LES TC SCTSCCTOCCSLOCS tS £ ee Pe ee ee 


LAST CHANCE TO SUBSCRIBE TO RAIL TRAVEL NEWSLETTER FOR 
only $1 six months 


or $2 year if you prefer. After this issue this half- 
price charter subscriber rate will be gone forever. You 
can give gift subscriptions to friends at this rate, or 
subscribe for yourself if you are seeing RTN for the first 
time. Don't delay, but act now and send a note with your 
remittance to: MESSAGE MEDIA, Dept. RIN, P.O. Box 9007, 


Berkeley, Calif. 94709 U.S.A. 
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EDITORIALS: WHICH SAN FRANCISCO-CHICAGO ROUTE? 


RTN urges Railpax pamiers to set the S.F. to Chicago 
run to follow the City of San Francisco's Overland Route 
to Ogden. From there, the route is already set by Volpe 
to follow the Zephyr routing through the Rockies fo Den- 
ver and eastward. 

The Overland Route across Donner Summit in the Sierras 
is more scenic than the Feather River Route of the former 
Western Pacific California Zephyr, though the latter made 
its run seem more attractive by all those dome cars and 
by widespread advertising. Donner Pass possesses the 

randeur of the High Sierras--snow-covered peaks, moun- 
fain lakes--that the lower-level Feather River lacks. 


Besides, tne route serves Reno and the popular Lake Tahoe 


area. Paralleling Interstate 80, bound to be overcrowded 
soon and always hazardous in Winter, the Hill route opens 
the possibility of creating a popular yay to reach the 
Tahoe area, Squaw Valley and other Winter resorts via 
Truckee and reducing some of the burdensome pollution 
from endless autos already plaguing Tahoe. The Reno 
Chamber of Commerce already sponsors a regular series 
of "Fun Train" excursions to that city via Donner. 
Running time to Ogden is about the same either way-- 
about 19 hours according to the most recent schedules-- 
and the starting points of the two routes in Oakland 
are very close together. 
What we urge Railpax to do, then, is essentially pre- 
serve the present truncated "Zephyr" service, without, 
of course, that ridiculous change of trains in Ogden. 


CANCELLING THE SAN JOAQUIN DAYLIGHT 


It is no secret that the S.P. has wanted to drop the 
San Joaquin Daylight for some years. So surely no one 
could care less than they that the train is not running 
due to earthquake damage near L.A. If the railroad had 
any sense of public rerere however, it would maintain 
service between Bakersfield and Oakiand until the full 
route is restored. Anyone observing the train knows that 
it is not just an S.F.-L.A. connection, but a very useful 
vehicle--almost a commute train--for numerous residents 
of the populous and growing San Joaquin Valley. 





HOW TO KILL A PASSENGER TRAIN 


The careful rail executive desiring to turn away as 
many passengers as possible certainly won't overlook ths 
power of the Yellow Pages to do so. Just as many people 
find what they seek quickly and conveniently there, so 
also can be confused and alienated if telephone 
listings are properly arranged. Always list freight 
numbers ahead of passenger numbers. Never be clear about 
& passenger ee ways be vague and confusing in 
wording, giving unimportant numbers ahead of major ones, 
and giving odd hours that phones can be reached so as to 


create maximum possible misunderstanding. 
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No. 6 of a series 
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COMMUTING AND RAPID TRANSIT 
Take the "A" Train to Oblivion 


Michael Benitez of the Bronx was riding a crowded Hare 
lem subway train early on Jan. 30 when 3 young men and a 
woman reportedly began harassing another rider. A Trans- 
it Authority police captain in plain clothes intervened, 
and a scuffle ensued that spilled out onto the platform 
of the 125th St. station. The captain, according to the 
N.Y. Times, fired several shots at the group, critical- 
ly inguring two of the men, Meamwhiie a Transit patrol- 
man on duty at the station rushed to assist and fired 
one shot that went astray through a train window, hit- 
ting Mr. Benitez in the back of the head, killing him 
instantly, according to the Times. 


Erie Lackawanna's New Push-FPull Commute Trains 


A one-cent a gallon gasoline tax is financing $26.1 
million in bends in New Jersey to buy 105 cars and 23 
engines said to. be the first equipment totally designed 
for push-pull operation. The engine is always on the 
west end of the bi-directional train, pulling it from 
Hoboken and pushing it back. When pushing, the engin- 
eer is in a cab car at the lead end that has all the 
controls of the loco furnishing the power at the rear. 
The system sliminates switching, shorter trains being 
made up simply by uncoupling several rear cars in the 
Hoboken terminal. The fleet, when completely delivered, 
will include 10 bar cars serving continental breakfasts 
and evening refreshments; these seat 96 passengers, 
while 108 ride regular cars and 104. are seated in the 
cab cars. Pullman-Standard is supplying the cars, GE 
the locomotives. (Thanks to F. C. Barry, Harrington Pk.) 


More on the Streetcar«Phobic Angeleno 


The Malibu man who wrote to Science Magazine that he 
would never ride rapid transit (see RTN Dec. 21) stirred 
up a flurry of responses in the Jan.29 Science, includ- 
ing a note from an engineer at M.I.T. who pointed to the 
great variety of new transportation systems being devel- 
oped that can substitute for polluting autos. Among them 
are "dual-mode" systems consisting of high-speed guide- 
ways that both privately and publicly owned vehicles can 
use. If these can handle up to 10,000 vehicles an hour 


in less space than a freeway, he predicts an eventual 


trend toward smaller and more personalized public trans- 
portation and the banning of conventional cars in riea 
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run to follow the City of San Francisco's Overland Route 
to Ogden. From there, the route is already set by Volpe 
to follow the Zephyr routing through the Rockies to Den- 
ver and eastward. 

The Overland Route across Donner Summit in the Sierras 
is more scenic than the Feather River Route of the former 
Western Pacific California Zephyr, though the latter made 
its run seem more attractive by all those dome cars and 
by widespread advertising. Donner Pass possesses the 
prenie of the High Sierras--snow-covered peaks, moun- 

ain lakes--that the lower-level Feather River lacks. 
Besides, tne route serves Reno and the popular Lake Tahoe 
area. Paralleling Interstate 80, bound to be overcrowded 
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of "Fun Train" excursions to that city via Donner. 

Running time to Ogden is about the same either way-- 
about 19 hours according to the most recent schedules-- 
and the ee points of the two routes in Oakland 
are very close together. 

What we urge Railpax to do, then, is essentially pre- 
serve the present truncated "Zephyr" service, without, 
of course, that ridiculous change of trains in Ogden. 


CANCELLING THE SAN JOAQUIN DAYLIGHT 


It is no secret that the S.P. has wanted to drop the 
San Joaquin Daylight for some years. So surely no one 
could care less they that the train is not running 
due to earthquake damage near L.A. If the railroad had 
any sense of public regard, however, it would maintain 
service between Bakersfield and Oakland until the full 
route is restored. Anyone observing the train knows that 
it is not just an S.F.-L.A. connection, but a very useful 
vehicle--almost a commute train--for numerous residents _ 
of the populous and growing San Joaquin Valley. 





HOW TO KILL A PASSENGER TRAIN No. 6 of a series 


The careful rail executive desiring to turn away as 
many passengers as possible certainly won't overlook the 
power of the Yellow Pages to do so. Just as many people 
find what they seek quickly and conveniently there, so 
also many can be confused and alienated if telephone 
listings are properly arranged. Always list freight 
numbers ahead of passenger numbers. Never be clear about 
a passenger faders 3 ways be vague and confusing in 
wording, giving unimportant numbers ahead of major ones, 


COMMUTING AND RAPID TRANSIT 
Take the "A" Train to Oblivion 


Michael Benitez of the Bronx was riding a crowded Har- 
lem subway train early on Jan. 30 when 3 young men and a 
woman reportedly began harassing another rider. A Trans- 
it Authority police captain in plain clothes intervened, 
and a scuffle ensued that spilled out onto the platform 
of the 125th St. station. The captain, according to the 
N.Y. Times, fired several shots at the group, critical- 
ly injuring two of the men. Meanwhile a Transit patrol- 
man on duty at the station rushed to assist and fired 
one shot that went astray through a train window, hit- 
ting Mr. Benitez in the back of the head, killing him 
instantly, according to the Times. 


Erie Lackawanna's New Push-Pull Commute Trains 


A one-cent a gallon gasoline tax is financing $26.1 
million in bonds in New Jersey to buy 105 cars and 23 
engines said to. be the first equipment totally designed 
for push-pull operation. The engine is always on the 
west end of the bi-directional train, pulling it from 
Hoboken and pushing it back. When pushing, the engin- 
eer is in a cab car at the lead end that has all the 
controls of the loco furnishing the power at the rear. 
The system sliminates switching, shorter trains being 
made up simply by uncoupling several rear cars in the 
Hoboken terminal. The fleet, when completely delivered, 
will include 10 bar cars serving continental breakfasts 
and evening refreshments; these seat 96 passengers, 
while 108 ride regular cars and 104. are seated in the 
cab cars. Pullman-Standard is supplying the cars, GE 
the locomotives. (Thanks to F. C. Barry, Harrington Pk.) 


More on the Streetcar-Phobic Angeleno 


The Malibu man who wrote to Science Magazine that he 
would never ride rapid transit (see RTN Dec. 21) stirred 
up a flurry of responses in the Jan.29 Science, includ- 
ing a note from an engineer at M.I.T. who pointed to the 
great variety of new transportation systems being devel- 
oped that can substitute for polluting autos. Among them 
are "dual-mode" systems consisting of high-speed guide- 
ways that both privately and publicly owned vehicles can 
use. If these can handle up to 10,000 vehicles an hour 
in less space than a freeway, he predicts an eventual 
trend toward smaller and more personalized public trans- 


and giving odd hours that phones can be reached so as to 
create maximum possible misunderstanding. 
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